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assistance, and scarcely, if at all, in the adoption of an indirect,
uncertain and incalculable remedy like a protective tariff.
7.  THE PROTECTION OF THE *KHANDASARl' SUGAR INDUSTRY NOT
DESIRABLE
The 'Khandasari' or the 'BeF Sugar Industry of the United
Provinc.es is an archaic and uneconomic method of sugar
manufacture. Its survival is due to certain abnormal but
transitory conditions. Its protection by means of a tariff is
neither necessary, nor desirable, nor again likely to be effective
in the long run.
The 'Khandasari' or the 'Bel' Sugar Industry is a waste-
ful process of sugar manufacture practically confined to the
Rohilkhand Division of the United Provinces. A *bel' is a
"series of five pans which are placed in the form of a cascade
over a furnace constructed to burn megasse and trash." Around
the *bel' are usually clustered ten or twelve crushing mills
driven by bullocks. When the processes of boiling, clarifying,
and solidifying have been carried out in the five pans, the final
product which emerges is a kind of syrup called 'rab.' The hot
*rabj or 'massecuite* "is run into a series of small earthenware
coolers in which it is kept in violent motion until crystallisation
commences." The 'rab' is now poured into spherical earthen-
ware vessels known as *ghurrus/ each holding approximately
120 Ib." of 'rab.' After being stored for two or three months,
these are taken to the neighbouring markets and sold to the
numerous small local refiners called 'khandasaris.' Ten years
ago, the process followed in these refineries was exceedingly
crude and primitive and was described as follows by the Indian
Sugar Committee: "In the refineries the pots containing the
massecuite are broken and their contents are transferred to
bags. These are stacked in piles of twelve and are pressed
down by the feet. The molasses exudes through the bags and
runs off in small drains. This process lasts for about eight
hours, after which the resulting product is removed from the
bags to another room in the refinery where it is stacked to a